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occasional mistakes, so that it cannot be said that the
chance you speak of does not exist. But in this case,
and Doctor Oldland will bear me out in this, the chance
of a mistake is practically impossible. The symptoms of
tetanus and of strychnine poisoning closely resemble one
another. This is a matter of common knowledge. But
in the course of post-mortem examination any possible
doubt vanishes. Even a comparatively inexperienced
pathologist could not fail to detect the signs of strychnine
poisoning. And Faversham is universally admitted to
be at the head of his profession."
" Well, putting it that way, it does seem impossible,"
Hanslet agreed reluctantly. " But it does make you
wonder, doesn't it? I don't worry much about Miss
Venner having bought the stuff. She may have handed
it over to her brother. It was in the house at one
time, that's the point. And I'd very much like to know
if it was used for the mice, or whether it was kept loi
some other purpose. I can't help wishing that that
confounded verdict hadn't been given betore we had a
chance of proper investigation."
Before Dr. Priestley could reply, Sir Aiured Favers-
ham was announced. " I say, Priestley, I'm awfully
sorry I couldn't turn up the other evening," he said.
" I was called into consultation unexpectedly, and had
to spend practically the whole night in my laboratory.
And in the bustle of it all I quite forgot to ring you up
to tell you I couldn't come."
" There's no need to apologise," Dr. Priestley replied.
" I know that you are always liable to be called away.
But I thought at the time that the weather might have
kept you at home. It was threatening to snow, you
remember."
"Threatening to snow, was it?" said Faversham,
" I'm afraid I didn't notice it. Too busy, I suppose.
Anyhow, the weather wouldn't have kept me away